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AGRICULTURE

Govt seeks advert

ban on chemical

APINYA WIPATAYOTIN

The Department of Agriculture is looking
toimpose an advertising ban on three con-
troversial hazardous chemicals.

They are paraquat, chlorpyrifos and
glyphosate — popular herbicides used by
Thai farmers.

Last May, a national committee oversee-
ing the use of hazardous chemicals allowed
their continued use despite the controversy
surrounding them and a fierce campaign
mounted by consumers groups and envi-
ronmentalists demanding a total ban.

However, the hazardous chemical com-
mittee ordered the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Cooperatives to impose tighter
restrictions.

An official source told the Bangkok
Postthat the Department of Agriculture, is
rolling out restrictive measures to control
advertising, sales and use.

“We are exploring a ban on advertising
these three chemicals. We believe a ban or
some sort of advertising control will help us
limit use among farmers,” the source said.

The department is consulting the Office
of the Consumer Protection Board on the
matter.

It has already drafted ministerial
regulations regarding restrictions on
the chemicals.

The drafts are expected to be announced
in the Royal Gazetteverysoon, and become
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°
effective 90 days after their publication.

Among the restrictions is tighter licens-
ing. Under the new rule, retailers — esti-
mated to be 20,000 shops — must receive
training before receiving licences to trade
these hazardous herbicides.

The retailers must undergo training
every two years.

Other rules require farmers to declare
what plants the chemicals are to be used on
and where they are to be sprayed.

Whoever does the spraying will have
to have a permit and undergo training on
using chemicals every two years.

The news rules will also restrict the type
of crops they are used on — sugar cane,
rubber, palm, cassava and fruit.

Paraquat and chlorpyrifos will be
allowed for sugar cane, rubber, palm, cas-
sava and fruit. Glyphosate is only for fruit
and flowers.

All three will not be used on vegetables
and herbs and a ban will be imposed in
places that include watershed areas and
publicland.

The regulations sets stiff punishments
for whoever flout them — a year in prison
and/or a 100,000-baht fine.

Paraquat has reportedly been banned
in more than 30 countries, including Viet-
nam, Laos and recently China, a major
paraquat exporter.

Some 17 countries limit the use of all
three chemicals.
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